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Each year, thousands of people benefit from UMCOR’s Sustainable 
Agriculture & Development (UMCOR-SA&D) program, either directly 
through UMCOR training or through word of mouth. Through this 
program, UMCOR works to minimize dependency, maximize potential, 
and build community.

UMCOR-SA&D minimizes the dependency that farmers, local 
communities, or institutions may have on external support for 
technical, financial, and human resources. The heart of the SA&D 
program is the training of farmers and community-based extension 
workers. These field-based trainings center on the farmer and on 
the community. They help raise awareness and use of local resources 
and assets to ensure participant ownership for sustainable success.

UMCOR-SA&D maximizes potential through training that is more 
useful and valuable in the long term than providing money and 
materials. “Knowledge is power” is the underlying concept for the 
UMCOR-SA&D philosophy. Knowledge cannot be destroyed by war, 
stolen, or otherwise separated from a person. Should livelihoods be 
disrupted for reasons of war and natural disasters, people will have 
the UMCOR-acquired knowledge to restart their lives.

UMCOR-SA&D builds community by using farm-based peer training 

and farmer-to-farmer approaches to skill sharing and learning, which 

provides hands-on, practical exercises. “Master Farmers,” who have 

experience in specific production technologies, are often engaged 

as experts to train other farmers participating in field schools. All 

agricultural activities including training, research, and extension 

actually occur in farmers’ fields rather than in an institution. The 

farmers become agents of transformation for their own lives, their 

families, and their communities. 

UMCOR-SA&D supports economic and social development in rural 

communities through agricultural production and other related 

activities, such as beekeeping, livestock, and nutrition improvement 

through soy and Moringa production. The program focuses on 

projects that are economically and environmentally sustainable and 

appropriate for subsistent farmers.
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Learn more at gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/hunger/sad


