
Introduction and General Resources

by Rev. Debra Tyree 
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We know that children want to learn how people are helping other people in their neighborhood and 
all around the world. This packet of ideas, resources, and stories will help you discern the best way to 
engage the children in your setting into the 10-Fold experience! 

Here are some program options to consider:
•	10-Fold Sunday school/Wednesday-night program: Design a fun experience by creating a learning 

center for each project. Children would visit each area to hear a story and learn more about the 
project. Consider having a craft or coloring page at each learning center, or a separate learning 
center for creative activities. You can also send the coloring pages or other activity pages home with 
the children. Make sure to send home information about 10-Fold so their families can participate.

•	10-Fold Morning “Mini-Retreat”: Plan a special morning of learning, activities, and experiencing 
mission. Enlarge the learning centers to include the crafts, stories, and a game from the 10-Fold 
emphasis, as appropriate. In the weeks prior to the event, encourage the children to do something 
extra at home to earn money for a special offering for one of the projects. The entire church may 
want to help the children in raising funds for their project. If you have an on-site internet connection, 
one learning center could be a visit to the 10-Fold website. Contact your Annual Conference mission 
coordinator to discover if there is a missionary appointed within your conference. You may be able to 
arrange for a call, an email, or a Skype visit with this missionary.

A quick search on the internet and at your public library will give you many ideas for crafts and games 
from around the world. Your local library and bookstores may have these available to review as you 
discern which resource will fit your program needs. Most important, for more information about the 
mission, ministry, and people of the General Board of Global Ministries, go to: www.gbgm-umc.org.
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MUSIC
Put Your Arms Around the World: Global Songs and Activities for Children (S T Kimbrough, Jr., editor; 

stories and activities by Jodi L. Cataldo). Book ISBN: 978-1-933663166, CD ISBN: 978-1-
933663067. General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church, t/a GBGMusik 
(2009). Each song has a story, scripture, and activity provided to help you discuss the theme of the 
song with the children. 

For Everyone Born: Global Songs for an Emerging Church (Jorge Lockward and Christopher Heckert, 
editors). Book ISBN:13-978-1933663265, CD ISBN: 13-978-1933663258. General Board of 
Global Ministries of The Unted Methodist Curch, t/a GBGMusik (2008). Contains short, singable 
songs and choruses from around the world. Each song includes information about the context, 
performance options, and worship use.

FAITH-BASED RESOURCES
Hugging the World: Faith, Hope, Love in Action, Children’s Mission Study and Teacher’s Guide (Jodi L. 

Cataldo). ISBN: 978-1-933663425. Women’s Division, General Board of Global Ministries (2010). 
This 2010 School of Christian Mission resource can be used for many years with children in mission 
education. Uses Put Your Arms Around the World as a resource.

CRAFTS & ACTIVITIES
The Kid’s Multicultural Art Book: Art and Craft Experiences from Around the World (Alexandra M. 

Terzian). ISBN: 13-978-0913589724. Williamson Books (1993).

Global Art: Activities, Projects, and Inventions from Around the World (MaryAnn F. Kohl). ISBN: 13-978-
0876591901. Gryphon House (1998).

COOKBOOKS
The Kids’ Multicultural Cookbook: Food & Fun Around the World (Deanna F. Cook). ISBN: 13-978-

0913589915. Williamson Books (1995). Older version. 

The Kids’ Multicultural Cookbook (Kids Can!) (Deanna F. Cook). ISBN: 13-978-0824968182. 
Williamson Books (2008). Updated version.

GAMES
Kids Around the World Play! The Best Fun and Games from Many Lands (Arlette N. Braman). ISBN: 13-978-

0471409847. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. (2002).

Play with Us: 100 Games from Around the World (Oriol Ripoll). ISBN: 13-978-1556525940. Chicago Review 
Press (2002).

GENERAL INFORMATION
Whoever You Are (Mem Fox). ISBN: 13-978-0152164065. Voyager Books, Harcourt, Inc. (2001). A 

short full-color picture book that reminds children that although we may all live in different places, 
we may not look the same, and our schools and languages may be different—inside we are all alike. 
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I Can Make a Difference: A Treasury to Inspire Our Children (Marian Wright Edelman). ISBN: 13-978-
0060280512. Amistad, 1st Edition (2005). Character-building stories, poems, and legends from 
around the world.

Children Just Like Me: Celebrations! (Anabel and Barnabas Kindersley). ISBN: 13-978-0789420275.
DK Children; 1st American Edition (1997).

A School Like Mine: How children live around the world (DK Publishing). ISBN: 13-978-0756629137.
DK Publishing (2007).

A Life Like Mine (DK Publishing). ISBN: 13-978-0756618032. DK Publishing (2002).

If the World Were a Village: A Book about the World’s People (David J. Smith). ISBN: 13-978-
1550747799. Kids Can Press, 2nd Edition (2002).

WORLD MAP
United Methodist Mission Map: go to cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=693514 to download 

a free world map that indicates all of the countries where there is a UMC mission presence.

®



4

Project Resources and Activities

WEBSITES OF INTEREST:
Information on UMCOR and Hunger Ministries: 
gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/hunger/sad/

Biography of Mozart Adevu:
gbgm-umc.org/work/missionaries/biographies/index.cfm?action=details&id=1116&Submit=Go

Podcast of Mr. Adevu: 
gbgm-umc.org/work/missionaries/podcasts/index.cfm?i=24613

LEARNING ACTIVITIES:
•	Coloring Page:

Peanut plant coloring page at: desmoinesmetroopera.org/documents/DREAMpeanutplantsheet.pdf

•	Craft Project—Eggshell Planter:
Plant an eggshell planter: crafts.kaboose.com/egghead.html
Note: If you use wheat grass, you can donate the fresh grass to your local animal shelter for a great 
snack for cats. Contact your local shelter for more details. 

•	Special Guest: 
Invite a church member who grows a vegetable garden each year to come and talk to the children.

•	Field Trip: 
Visit a local farm or farmers market. Consider collecting questions from the children about how the 
crops are grown, and “interview” the farmers. If a field trip is not possible, videotape the interview to 
show to children. 

CHILDREN’S STORY (USE IN WORSHIP OR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SETTINGS):
Materials: Two small flowerpots with soil, seeds (use medium-sized seeds so the children can easily 
see what you are doing), small watering can with water

I’m so excited! I learned something new this week and I really want to share the information. (Choose 
a child. Call the child’s name.)                                                    would you come here beside me? 
I want to teach you what I learned so that you will know how to do it too!

I learned how to plant seeds the correct way. First I have to brush away just a bit of the soil. Then I 
gently spread out the seeds and push them down just below the surface. I gently brush the soil back 
over the seeds, being very careful not to disturb them. Then I gently water them. 
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All this time I thought you just threw the seeds in the pot and poured a whole bunch of water over 
them. Okay, let’s review the steps one more time. Brush away a bit of the soil, gently spread out the 
seeds on top, push them down just below the surface, then gently brush the soil back over the seeds. 
Then I water them very gently. Great job! Do you think you could teach the other boys and girls how 
to plant seeds? Okay, let’s do that. Here is another flowerpot ready to be planted. Can you plant the 
seeds and teach our friends the best way to do this? (Help the child show the other children how to 
plant the seeds.)

One of our UMCOR missionaries, Mozart Adevu, also teaches others how to plant crops. He teaches 
farmers the best way to grow crops and how to prepare the crops for market, and helps the farmers 
learn new technologies in farming. Recently, he went to Liberia and taught 60 farmers how to grind 
crops such as dried peanuts, so the people in their community can have more nutritious food. It’s 
important to know how to plant the crops, what to do with the crops once they have grown, and 
how to get the crops to other people. I am very thankful for missionaries like Mozart who help other 
farmers learn to be the best farmers they can be!

Let us pray together:
Dear God, thank you for so many tasty foods that grow around the world. We thank you for calling 
missionaries like Mr. Adevu, who teaches other farmers how to grow crops that help boys and girls 
grow up healthy and strong. We pray for the farmers who are working hard to grow the crops their 
families and communities need. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


